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For decades the various 
proclaimed relief road or 
by-pass schemes in 
Wynberg sterilised large 
tracts of land in the 
suburb.

1950s to 1990s



The Wynberg community took action to change the situation. 

• East and West Wynberg joined forces, with the creation of the 
Wynberg Development Forum (later Ward 62 Association)

• Business became organised, with the formation of the Wynberg 
Improvement District in 1999.

Late 1990s



Between 1999 and 2002, the then South Peninsula Authority 
commissioned a number of plans, including the Brodie 
Road/Main Road Couplet Scheme

1999 to 2002



The Brodie Road couplet – stylised representation



The entire, united Wynberg community (represented by the Wynberg Civic 
Association, the Old Wynberg Village Society, the Wynberg Improvement 
District and the Ward 62 Association) called for 

(1) the three provincial road schemes proposed for Wynberg to be 
deproclaimed, and 

(2) that the deproclamation should not be contingent upon the acceptance of 
an alternative road scheme (i.e. the so-called couplet plan), as an 
alternative is not legally required for deproclamation.

2002





At the Protea Sub-council meeting, councillors unanimously decided to 
support the united Wynberg community for the deproclamation of the original 
schemes. They also agreed that:

• No alternative proposal be considered at that stage

• Any future proposal would have to follow the full public participation 
process

November 2002



(4) That the couplet scheme be developed in phases as, if and 
when required and that the concept as shown on Figures 2a and 
2b be accepted as the basis for the long term road network 
development of Wynberg.
(4.1) That provided that no phase will be commenced before an 
extensive meaningful public participation process has taken place 
and overwhelming support of the public is obtained.



2002 to 2013

No further information was received from the City of Cape Town regarding the 
Brodie Road couplet

• Residents assumed that deproclamation would be proceeding

• Many homeowners bought property in the area, having been assured that 
the Brodie Road couplet would not happen.



February 2014

Upon hearing rumours that the Brodie Road couplet scheme was ‘on the cards’ 
again, some residents asked the City of Cape Town if this was true. The reply 
(from Brett Herron, Mayoral Committee Member TCT) was: 

I don’t know anything about the bypass being “resurrected” but for as long as it 
hasn’t been formally abandoned it remains a planned road project. I believe we 
will get some clarity once the concept designs for the new MyCiTi route become 
available within the next few months.



Ward councillor Elizabeth Brunette said many of the 
plots fall in the road reserve and will form part of the 
new routes.

She explained the plan is to have a route which runs 
parallel to Main Road.

“These properties will be used for that route. The plots 
which do not form part of it will be released into the 
market,” she said.

Mayoral Committee member for Transport Brett 
Herron says the routes for the Integrated Rapid 
Transit (IRT) system Phase 2A is still in the planning 
and conceptual design phase.

This could take up to July to finalise and follows on 
from the Integrated Public Transport Network project 
currently underway.

March 2014 – People’s Post article



April 2014

Numerous emails sent to the City of Cape Town departments and the ward 
councillor asking for clarity about the relief road/Brodie Road couplet. 

No direct response was received, apart from a link to the Area Transport Plan 
(ATP) that included the Brodie Road couplet. The ATP also included proposals for 
improving traffic management along Main Road that contradicted the couplet.



May 2014 – Formation of the WRRA

The WRRA was formed in order to provide a voice to the residents of Wynberg, as the 
City of Cape Town only listens to and engages with registered civic associations. 



June to September 2014

Emails sent to Brett Herron and Councillor Brunette asking about the progress 
of the conceptual plans (due by end July 2014). The response (when received) 
was basically the same, e.g. email dated 22 September from our ward 
councillor:

As I have repeatedly told WRRA committee members and residents, I do not have 
more information about the road that the MyCiti bus will use west of the Main 
Road. The TCT Portfolio Committee also do not know more about the route as the 
Conceptual Design is not complete.



October 2014

• TRANSPORT FOR CAPE TOWN – INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRACT NO. 59C/2014/15 for 
the PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN RESPECT OF THE DESIGN & 
CONSTRUCTION OF PHASE 2A INFRASTRUCTURE: TRUNK & FEEDER SUPPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE (EAST & WEST) 

• A compulsory clarification meeting with representatives of the Employer will be held on 
23 September 2014 at 10h00 at the offices of the City of Cape Town, Transport for Cape 
Town (TCT), 14th Floor (2 bay side) – Boardroom 1,Civic Centre, Hertzog Boulevard, Cape 
Town. 

The tender was advertised in the Cape Times on 5 September 2014!


