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Public participation – MyCiTi Lansdowne-Wetton Corridor – new South Road and 
Brodie Road couplet 
 
QUESTIONS FROM RESIDENTS OF WYNBERG TO TRANSPORT FOR CAPE TOWN 
 
 
Passenger numbers 
 

1. What does TCT’s model (based on the household survey) say about the number 
of passengers who board/alight between Strandfontein/Wetton Road and 
Wynberg centre, and the forecast travel times? 

 
Answer:  
 
The following figures are projected from Strandfontein/ Govan Mbeki Rd intersection, 
along Lansdowne and Wetton Roads to Wynberg Station. This route is planned to 
carry feeder bus routes operating in mixed traffic. 
 
Boarding: 1090; Alighting: 946 in both directions during the morning peak hour.   
 
This section along Lansdowne and Wetton Roads can only be delivered in mixed 
traffic. Therefore, assuming an optimistic speed of 15km/h, the estimated bus travel 
time along this route is approximately 19 minutes.  
 
The figures depicted in the answer are based on a demand model analysis of the full 
IPTN network at 2032. 
 
For overall demands please refer to the IPTN report. 
 

2. What does TCT’s model (based on the household survey) say about the number 
of passengers who board/alight between Strandfontein/Ottery Road and 
Wynberg centre, and the forecast travel times? 

 
Answer:  

 
The following projected figures are projected from Jan Smuts/Govan Mbeki Rd 
intersection, along Strandfontein Rd, then South Rd to Wynberg Main Road up to 
Wynberg Station on the proposed trunk bus route.  
 
Boarding: 6650; Alighting: 8 322 in both directions during the morning peak hour.  
 
A dedicated trunk route along the Ottery Road alignment allows for a higher average 
operating speed, estimated at 25km/h to 30km/h. This equates to an approximately 18 
minutes bus travel time. 
 
The figures depicted in the answer are based on a demand model analysis of the full 
IPTN network at 2032. 
 
For overall demands please refer to the IPTN report. 

  
3. How many passengers are projected to use the Brodie Road couplet? In 

particular, how many passengers per day will get on and off a MyCiTi bus on the 
Brodie Road part of the proposed route? How was this calculated?  
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Answer: 
 
When the trunk buses reach the Brodie Rd/Main Road couplet, there is a total 
projected occupancy of 1317 passengers in the morning peak hour. Along the Brodie 
Rd portion of the couplet, the model identified 1800 passengers boarding and alighting 
in the morning peak hour. We used the EMME3 Metropolitan Transport Model which is 
based on a conventional 4-stage transport modelling methodology. 
 
The figures depicted in the answer are based on a demand model analysis of the full 
IPTN network at 2032. 
 

4. If commuter demand along the Brodie Road couplet existed, minibus taxis would 
have taken this gap long ago. However, while taxis sometimes illegally drive 
through this part of Wynberg, the industry has confirmed that they do not pick 
up or deliver passengers because of a lack of demand. The concept shows some 
bus stops along the couplet without any passengers alighting or boarding.  

 
What is the justification for building a complete new road at great cost to 
taxpayers and residents in the area, when no passengers are projected to use 
the bus?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Wynberg couplet has been identified as a key transport requirement for the 
revitalisation of Wynberg – refer to the 2002 Wynberg Revitalisation Project. The 
rationale for the couplet is to improve travel conditions along Main Road. This will be 
beneficial for public transport and private transport users, and will make Wynberg a 
more attractive investment destination. In order to improve traffic conditions through 
Wynberg one has to increase the capacity of the route. Variations of three upgrade 
approaches were considered as per the attached Council report in terms of which the 
couplet proposal was approved by Council. The couplet scheme was approved 
because it will achieve the objective of improved traffic conditions by doubling capacity 
through Wynberg, without the need to widen Main Road and affect as many properties 
as the bypass, or the character of Main Road - while still keeping pass-by traffic in 
Wynberg CBD (which is important for the businesses in the area) and ensuring that 
public transport users have easy access to high quality services. 
 
Boarding and alighting volumes are dependent on the finalisation of the feeder routes 
and stop locations. These volumes will be amended as changes to the network are 
finalised. 
 
We are not aware that “the (taxi) industry has confirmed that they do not pick up or 
deliver passengers because of a lack of demand”. If they have, a full understanding of 
the basis and how representative such statement is, will need to be weighed against 
our findings. Please note that the existing taxi patronage describes captive users that 
have no choice. The City’s plan responds to both captive and choice users (private car 
users) and therefore taxis’ input is only part of the picture. Also note that the lack of an 
uninterrupted route through this part of Wynberg may help to explain the current lack of 
demand. 

 
 
5. Why are the Phase 2A routes not situated near high-density residential areas in 

the southern suburbs, such as Harfield Village? There are service roads along 
Rosmead Avenue that could be converted into MyCiTi lanes. 
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Answer: 
 
The MyCiTi services are premised on the trunk and feeder system planning paradigm, 
as can be seen in the current services operating elsewhere in the city. Feeder services 
are envisaged for the areas mentioned. The planning for these has not yet been 
finalised because this process is dependent on the outcomes of the planning for the 
trunk routes, which are still conceptual. 
 

6. How did the City establish that most commuters along the route prefer to come 
to Wynberg rather than for instance Century City, Rondebosch or the CBD? 
 
Answer: 
 
The IPTN process identified the major travel demands across the metropole, and 
compared this with the services that are currently provided to meet these demands. It 
was found that at present, the travel demands to the CBD and elsewhere are better 
served by a range of public transport services, including rail, bus, minibus taxis and the 
MyCiTi N2 express services operating from Mitchells Plain and Khayelitsha to the 
CBD. The east west corridor between the metro south-east and Wynberg was found to 
be particularly poorly served, and hence, the decision was made to meet these needs 
next. Out of interest, the planned services, including feeder services will serve areas 
up to Rondebosch. 
 
 

Expected impact of new roads  
 

1. Was a cost-benefit analysis done to compare the critical mass (i.e. the number of 
passengers that will get on and off on Brodie Road) versus the impact the 
development will have on the fabric and history of Wynberg as a suburb?  

 
Answer: 
 
Please refer to the following documents: 
 

 The 2002 Wynberg Revitalisation Project report which inter alia provides details of 
the Wynberg Couplet Scheme as it was presented and approved at the time.  The 
documents can be accessed at the following two addresses (you need to 
download both for the full extent): 

 
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=73653557
-e91c-449e-9bf9-62c6f111560b 
 
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=71207ef6-
851f-4e22-99fb-2131a6344a32 

The documents will be available on these links until 22/07/2015. 
 

 The 2013 Wynberg area Transport Plan. The documents can be accessed at the 
following address:  

 
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=e7eff645-
6a93-46a9-8976-30dd090c1176 
 
The documents will be available on this link until 22/07/2015. 

http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=73653557-e91c-449e-9bf9-62c6f111560b
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=73653557-e91c-449e-9bf9-62c6f111560b
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=71207ef6-851f-4e22-99fb-2131a6344a32
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=71207ef6-851f-4e22-99fb-2131a6344a32
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=e7eff645-6a93-46a9-8976-30dd090c1176
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=e7eff645-6a93-46a9-8976-30dd090c1176
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 The relevant Spatial Development Framework which can be accessed through the 

following link: 
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89

404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4 
 
 The Integrated Public Transport Network (IPTN) plan which can be accessed 

through:  
http://tct.gov.za/docs/categories/1267/Annexure%20B_Final_IPTN_draft1_Chap1-
10_Complete_28052014_V2.pdf 
 

 
2. What is the City’s view with regard to the heritage cottages that will be affected 

by the couplet? The effect of vibration on these old homes coming from the new 
road is of concern to residents in Victorian cottages in Cogill and Benjamin, as 
well as old houses in Egglestone and Wilson.  

 
Answer: 
 
The City is in possession of two heritage reports, one from 1999 and another from 
2002. A draft heritage screening report, which reflects the current historical profile of 
the area, has been undertaken and will, once finalised, form part of due process going 
forward. 

 
Conditions will be included in construction tender documentation whereby the use of 
heavy construction equipment, in the vicinity of heritage buildings, will be controlled to 
ensure that vibration is kept within acceptable limits. The taking out of a construction 
guarantee and contractor’s all risk insurance is standard with City construction 
contracts, to ensure defects, unforeseen or otherwise, can be dealt with. 

 
 
3. How is the City planning to handle commercial creep and possible commercial 

rezoning of properties in the vicinity of the couplet? In particular, is it envisaged 
that the residential ‘island’ between Main Road and couplet will be zoned 
commercially? If yes, (a) how deep into Wynberg West will commercial rezoning 
stretch? (b) How does this fit in with the Southern District Spatial Development 
Framework? 
 
Answer: 

 
Commercial creep and the associated rezoning of some of the properties over time is 
likely, as is common with growing cities. Due process will be followed with respect to 
the rezoning of properties. The process will be managed accordingly to maintain the 
nature of Wynberg as described in the relevant Spatial Development Framework as 
updated from time to time. The current version can be accessed through the following 
link:  
 

http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404c

df-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4 

 
 

4. What will be the impact be on pedestrian safety in the new South Road section, 
especially given the number of schools in the vicinity, and along the couplet, in 
view of the heavy pedestrian traffic along Church Street and Piers Road in 
particular? 

http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4
http://tct.gov.za/docs/categories/1267/Annexure%20B_Final_IPTN_draft1_Chap1-10_Complete_28052014_V2.pdf
http://tct.gov.za/docs/categories/1267/Annexure%20B_Final_IPTN_draft1_Chap1-10_Complete_28052014_V2.pdf
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4
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Answer: 
  

This being a public transport project, extensive consideration has been given to the 
needs of non-motorised transport (NMT) modes. Specific planning around the needs of 
NMT has been done as part of the concept design, informed by extensive surveys of 
pedestrian and cycling activity in the corridor, with the goal of improving access and 
safety for the most vulnerable road users. All planning is currently conceptual, because 
we are only at the concept design stage at present, but all pedestrian facilities planned 
for the project are indicated on the concept design drawings. This planning will be 
refined at the detailed planning and design stages of the project.  

The one-way nature of the couplet will add to the improved pedestrian safety as 
pedestrians will only have to look in one direction for oncoming vehicles before 
crossing the road. 
 
 

5. It is a known fact that the biggest crime problem in Wynberg is on Main Road. 
The proposed couplet will act as a second Main Road. Has any study been done 
to assess whether there will be an increase of crime and crime creep into the 
suburb? What plan does the City have in place to prevent the increase in crime 
as a result of the Brodie Road couplet? 

Answer: 
 
The couplet will increase the overall levels of visibility in the area from primarily along 
Main Road, to the full extent of the couplet. Furthermore, the project will see significant 
urban revitalisation in the form of improved pedestrian facilities, street furniture, 
landscaping and, importantly, lighting. These, coupled with the increased investment 
that the project is expected to attract to Wynberg and the potential for expanded urban 
revitalisation should decrease the incidence of criminal activity in the area. MyCiTi has 
repeatedly been cited in the property media as a catalyst for improved liveability along 
the West Coast.  
 
 

6. Stretches of road that carry heavy public transport are magnets for informal 
traders and sometimes drug dealing and prostitution problems. Will this be 
allowed by the City on the couplet? Again, what measures will the City take to 
control such developments? 

Answer: 
 

All sections of Main Road carry heavy volumes of public transport. The couplet will 
increase the overall levels of visibility in the area from primarily along Main Road, to 
the full extent of the couplet. Furthermore, the project will see significant urban 
revitalisation in the form of improved pedestrian facilities, street furniture, landscaping 
and, importantly, lighting. These, coupled with the increased investment that the 
project is expected to attract to Wynberg, should decrease the incidence of criminal 
activity in the area. Public transport and associated informal trading is already there 
due to taxi and rail operations. MyCiTi will therefore not add to this problem but will 
provide the scope to change and improve the public environment. 
 

 
7. What are the views from other departments within the City, e.g. housing and 

urban development?  



6 

 

Answer: 
 

As part of the IPTN process, this project was managed through a multi-disciplinary 
project management team consisting of, inter alia Integrated Human Settlements, 
Spatial Plannning and Urban Design. Their views have been incorporated into the 
design. Engagement will continue as we finalise the detailed design. 
 
 

Studies 

1. Household travel survey: were any Wynberg residents or businesses included in 
this survey?  

Answer: 
 

The household travel survey comprised a 2% sample of all the households in the 
metropole, including Wynberg. This provided enough travel information to make 
inferences about travel behaviour to an acceptable confidence level. This is in line with 
international norms. 

2. Traffic studies on the impact of the proposed roads? In particular: 
(a) South Road: currently more than 10 roads cross over from Plumstead to 
Wynberg. If all roads become cul-de-sacs apart from two: Pluto and Brampton 
Roads, how many additional vehicles will be passing through these narrow 
roads?  
(b) Brodie Road: bottlenecks will worse or move, i.e. adding buses to 
Wetton/Riverstone Roads will clog up the already problematic bottleneck, while 
going from 2-lanes to 1-lane after Kemms Road will produce another, new 
bottleneck. 

Answer: 
 

a) The impacts of closures are adequately catered for by the proposed intersection 
upgrades along the planned South Road. Vehicle volumes are not expected to 
increase significantly because of a number of reasons: 

a. Not all junction roads onto South from Plumstead carry the same volumes, 
those that will remain currently carry the largest volumes of traffic already. 
The others carry less. 

b. The absolute volumes on these roads are low as is (< 300 cars per hour or 
5 per minute), and are not likely to increase significantly in future despite 
the rerouting. At these low volumes even dramatic increases (+50% for 
example) are difficult to notice in reality. 

c. On the Wynberg side much of the traffic rat-running to Rockley road from 
Plumstead will use the upgraded South Road to get to Main Road instead, 
so volumes on many of the roads (especially Park Rd) will decline 
noticeably. 
 

b) There is no drop in the number of lanes on Main Road in the area of Kemms Rd. 
The cross section of Main Road calls for two lanes in either direction along the full 
length of the couplet. Traffic flows are estimated to improve significantly in the area 
of Riverstone Road due to the separation of movements between Brodie and Main 
roads and the resulting simplification of the intersections at 
Wetton/Main/Riverstone and Brodie/Riverstone. 
 

During the detail design process, these matters will receive more detailed attention. 
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3. Environmental impact assessment (including heritage impact assessment). 

When during this process will this happen? 

Answer:   
 

We have, through professional service providers, undertaken an Environmental 
Screening Report of the Lansdowne-Wetton Corridor trunk route, which is draft. While 
we do not foresee any environmental problems, due processes will be followed to 
ensure environmental compliance. This will be undertaken during the detailed planning 
phase. 

4. What economic studies support the proposal to turn Main Road one way?  

Answer: 
 

Please refer to the following documents: 
 

 The 2002 Wynberg Revitalisation Project report which inter alia provides details of 
the Wynberg Couplet Scheme as it was presented and approved at the time.  The 
documents can be accessed at the two addresses provided above. 
  

 The 2013 Wynberg area Transport Plan. The documents can be accessed at the 
address provided above. 

 

 The local area planning framework which can be downloaded from: 
 

http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89

404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4 

 
The documents will be available on the link until 24/07/2015. 

 

Costs 

1. What are the assumptions about the take-up of the service along the LWC and 
how does the proposed fare relate to household income? 
 
Answer: 

 
The demand for the service was modelled using a travel demand model that was 
supported by data collected during a household travel survey that comprised a 2% 
sample of all the households in the metropole. This provided enough travel information 
to make inferences about travel behaviour to an acceptable level of confidence.  
 
The fares proposed for the service are benchmarked against current travel expenditure 
and planned so as to lower the overall costs of travel in the corridor. It is estimated that 
Cape Town’s poor currently spend around 45% of their monthly household income on 
transport, compared with the international norm of between 5 and 10%. TCT aims to 
substantially reduce this cost over time, along with the social and environmental costs. 
I refer you to the City’s attached fare policy document entitled “CITY OF CAPE TOWN 
FARES POLICY FOR CONTRACTED, ROAD-BASED PUBLIC TRANSPORT”. This 
policy has been in existence since 2013 and is subject to an annual review which 
usually consists of minor amendments. The latest version (attached) was approved by 
Council on 29 May 2015. 

http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4
http://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/BigFilesAccess/DownloadBigFile.aspx?file=89404cdf-137b-4dea-8366-06109e61eea4
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Preliminary assumptions around the take-up of the LWC trunk services are included in 
the IPTN. This will be given greater attention in the Business Planning phase.  
 

 
2. How much will the MyCiTi cost to subsidise, compared to minibus taxis, Golden 

Arrow buses and trains? 

Answer: 
 

This aspect is a matter of ongoing engagement between the City, the National 
Department of Transport (NDOT) and National Treasury (NT). The City has resolved to 
limit its contribution to no more than 4% of rates income. 

3. How much will the new South Road and Brodie Road couplet cost? 

Answer: 
 

This can only be determined once the concept plans have been finalised. The 
provisional estimated cost to construct the entire corridor is of the order of R4,2bn 
inclusive of South Road and the Brodie Road couplet which are provisionally 
estimated at R146m and R63m respectively. 
 
 

Buses 
 

1. What will the expected average speed of the bus be along the South Road and 
Brodie Road couplet sections? 
 
Answer: 

 
The bus is expected to have an average operating speed of 25 to 30km/h along South 
Road- including consideration for stopping at stations and intersections - because the 
bus has dedicated lanes. Travel speeds decrease to between 15 and 20km/h along the 
couplet section because the bus operates in mixed traffic and bus stop frequency 
increases on this section of the route. 

 
2. What types of buses will be used? Will they fit under Wetton Bridge to get to the 

station and then be able to turn up towards Main Road given the narrow streets? 
Where will the taxis in Morom Road go to? How will the station area 
accommodate the MyCiTi buses on West side, as already very congested? 

Answer: 

The fleet currently being planned for the route includes 18m articulated buses and 12m 
low entry buses – very similar to what we are currently operating on our existing 
routes. The Wetton Bridge, being a road-over-rail bridge, has adequate clearance to 
accommodate our buses and turning radii are more than sufficient for our vehicles. 
 
The subsequent business planning and industry transition planning processes will 
detail the role of the taxi industry. The project includes a significant re-planning of the 
current Wynberg PTI and its operations. 
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Purchasing and demolishing of properties 

1. How many private (residential and commercial) properties does the City still 
have to purchase along the South Road and Brodie Road couplet respectively, 
and what costing model will be used? How many properties in total will have to 
be demolished to make way for the road? What is the projected cost of 
purchasing and demolishing all these properties? 
 
Answer: 
 

Depending on the finalisation of the concept design and details emanating from the 
detailed design phase, it is estimated that ultimately a total of about 79 properties 
along South Road and 18 properties along the couplet will be affected by the corridor 
road construction, either in full or in part. Of these properties 69 are Council owned of 
which 28 are vacant. 
 

2. Where is the money coming from to purchase private properties and then 
demolish them?  
 
Answer: 
 
Costs related to the construction of the infrastructure, including the purchase and 
demolition of private properties, are considered to be part of the project cost, to be 
funded by National Government. 
 

3. What happens if the private owners of properties do not want to sell? 
 
Answer: 
 
The City will consider each case on an individual basis. The City has not had a case 
before where someone takes an in principle decision not to sell their property to the 
City. The decision to sell is based on price. The City endeavours to reach agreement 
on price. Negotiations can be drawn out as the parties endeavour to convince each 
other that their asking price and offering price are fair.  
 
 

4. Will The Haven night shelter be demolished? 
 
Answer: 

  
The alignment produced under the 2002 Conceptual Planning of the Wynberg Couplet 
required the demolition of the structure on Erf 66626 known as “The Haven Night 
Shelter”. Careful and creative geometric design, with the introduction of a series of 
horizontal reverse curves has resulted in the latest Conceptual Design avoiding Erf 
66626 in its entirety. Should the alignment remain as shown on the current Conceptual 
Design there will be no need to demolish said structure. 

   
 
Traffic issues 

 
1. Bottlenecks: It has been stated that, at peak hour, MyCiTi buses will pass along 

the proposed LWC route about once every minute. If half of these buses go to 
Claremont and half to Wynberg, that means one bus every two minutes heading 
rapidly westward along the proposed South Rd dedicated red-brick bus lane. 
This fits well with the object of 'mobility' as enunciated by Gershwin Fortune of 
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TCT. However, once these buses have turned northward into Main Rd, TCT 
states that the object changes from mobility to 'accessibility', with many stops 
along the much slower non-dedicated new road and couplet, to enable 
passengers to make further links, or walk, to get to their ultimate destinations. 
Surely this will create a major bottleneck during the morning peak hour, with 30 
large buses arriving much faster along South Rd than could possibly cross the 
Main Rd, be circulated through busy rush-hour Wynberg traffic, re-cross Main 
Rd at Riverstone/Wetton Rd and be sent back on their way eastwards again. 
Therefore: 

a. Would it not be more logical to keep the bigger buses on a dedicated red-
brick bus route?  

Answer: 

The bus operates for the majority of its route in dedicated lanes (red roads). 
However, these require significant road space to allow for buses to overtake 
each other at stops. This is not possible to achieve in Wynberg without 
increasing the impacts of the project significantly. Furthermore, the couplet 
proposal incorporates the doubling of the total road capacity along the route, 
which is only possible by adding an additional carriageway. This doubling of 
capacity ensures that the additional buses travelling along the route do not 
significantly impact on traffic operations. 

b. Would it not be better for the MyCiTi buses to go direct to the Wynberg 
Integrated Public Transport Interchange? There, passengers who do not 
switch to Metrorail for north/south destinations could switch to smaller 
feeder busses and/or taxis to disperse to destinations within Wynberg 
and further east to Constantia, Hout Bay, etc.  

Answer: 

The suggestion would entail the inconvenience of an additional transfer 
including an additional wait and significant detour for many people travelling to 
Wynberg on the MyCiTi. This will also force a large number of feeder buses to 
terminate their routes in what is already a highly trafficked area. 

2. If the BRT scheme is intended to shift private vehicle users onto public 
transport, how does the design limit the improvement of conditions for private 
vehicles? 

Answer: 

In our planning, we looked at modelling based on the year 2032 and the modal shifts 
anticipated between now and then. We are aiming to strike a balance between the 
growing number of public and private transport commuters, with preference being 
given to buses in areas where there is congestion. 

The scheme provides a travel time and travel cost advantage for people travelling on 
the proposed MyCiTi services from the metro south east and the central areas 
(Lansdowne, Wetton, Athlone and surrounds) towards Claremont, Wynberg and 
surrounding areas. The underlying premise for nearly all decisions during the planning 
process has been that whenever a compromise has to be made at a point along the 
route, the compromise is made to favour the public transport mode. This has been 
carried through consistently in decisions around lane allocation, intersection treatment 
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and signal phasing. Sometimes, however, it is not possible to improve conditions for 
buses without also improving conditions for everyone. This is the case along the 
couplet, and although this specific instance does improve conditions for private 
transport as well, it still furthers the broader aims of the MyCiTi service in that 
improved private transport access to and through Wynberg will also attract additional 
investment into Wynberg. 

In most cases the supporting feeder services to the trunk also uses the adjacent mixed 
traffic roads. Therefore it was essential that we also improve the level of service to 
these roads. 

3. What will be the impact on traffic at the major intersection at the top of Brodie 
Road, turning right towards Main Road? What will be the impact on school 
traffic? 

Answer: 

The intersection of Brodie and Riverstone will undergo significant alteration in both 
geometric and operational terms. This intersection forms an important part of the 
proposed gyratory at the northern end of the couplet. The gyratory consists of a 
clockwise circulation system of roads which comprise of; Brodie Road (one way 
northbound), Riverstone between Brodie and Main Road (one way eastbound), Main 
Road (one way southbound) and New Link between Main Road and Brodie Road (one 
way westbound). 

Traffic turning left out of Brodie will operate completely unconstrained and will not need 
a signal any longer. Traffic turning right from Brodie towards Main will not have to 
compete with cross traffic from Wetton and will have an improved level of service as a 
result. Overall, the intersection will carry somewhat increased volumes, but traffic flow 
will be improved due to the proposed changes to the traffic operations here. 

Schools in the area will be unaffected by the proposed couplet. Aliwal Road west of 
Brodie Road (Wynberg Girls High School and Wynberg Boys Junior School), Carr Hill 
Road (Simon Van Der Stel Primary School) and Salisbury Road off Wetton Road 
(Voortrekker High School) are not affected by the proposed couplet. Access to 
Wynberg and the schools in the area, will not be impacted by the proposal and school 
traffic is in fact likely to benefit from the improved traffic conditions expected once the 
couplet is in place. 

4. Will taxis and Golden Arrow buses also be able to use the couplet and MyCiTi 
stops on the couplet? 

Answer: 

Taxis and Golden Arrow buses coming from and going to areas beyond the scope of 
the Lansdowne-Wetton corridor project will remain along the route, although these will 
gradually be replaced as the planned IPTN services are rolled out. Currently, these 
other services are not permitted to use MyCiTi stops because they cause delays to our 
vehicles and affect our on-schedule performances. Detailed consideration will be given 
to how these services operate along the couplet during the detailed design phase of 
the project. 

5. How will building trunk routes between Wynberg and Khayelitsha and between 
Mitchells Plain and Claremont resolve the massive traffic congestion on the M3 
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and M5 and the overcrowding on the trains caused by hundreds of thousands of 
people trying to get into or out of the central city during peak times? 

Answer: 

The IPTN process identified the major travel demands across the metropole, and 
compared this with the services that are currently provided to meet these demands. It 
was found that at present, the travel demands to the CBD and elsewhere are better 
served by a range of public transport services, including rail, bus and the N2 express 
services operating from Mitchells Plain and Khayelitsha to the Cape Town CBD. The 
east west corridor between the metro south-east and Wynberg/Claremont was found to 
be particularly poorly served, and hence, the decision was made to meet these needs 
next. 

It is important to note that many public transport users currently travel between the 
metro south-east and Wynberg/Claremont by first going in a northern direction on 
overcrowded trains towards the Cape Town CBD, before changing trains to travel  
south to their destination, thereby adding to the problem of overcrowded trains 
between the metro south-east and Cape Town CBD. The introduction of the proposed 
trunk routes will shorten the journey for these commuters and reduce the impact on the 
overcrowded trains.  

Congestion on the M5 and the M3 is caused by the high volumes of private, single 
occupant cars heading into and out of the Cape Town CBD and surrounding areas in a 
north/south direction. The Lansdowne-Wetton Corridor project is unlikely to have much 
impact on these problems because this is not what it  is intended for. 

Brodie Road couplet 

1. Why was the couplet scheme shelved in 2002? Since 2002, what public 
participation/input/comments have happened? 

Answer: 

The couplet scheme was approved in 2002. Kindly see the attached December 2002 Council 
report and resolutions. The current Lansdowne-Wetton Corridor (IRT Phase 2A) Concept 
Design public participation process includes the already approved couplet scheme. 

2. Why does Wynberg need the MyCiTi bus to run through the suburb? Please 
provide data to prove this and details of experts who were involved in a 
feasibility study. 

Answer: 

The IPTN process identified the major travel demands across the metropole, and 
compared this with the services that are currently provided to meet these demands. It 
was found that at present, the travel demands to the CBD and elsewhere are better 
served by a range of public transport services, including rail, bus, minibus taxis and the 
MyCiTi N2 express services operating between  Mitchells Plain and Khayelitsha to the 
CBD. The east west corridor between the metro south-east and Wynberg was found to 
be particularly poorly served, and hence, the decision was made to meet these needs 
next. 

The rationale for the couplet is to improve travel conditions along Main Road. This will 
be beneficial for public transport and private transport users, and will make Wynberg a 
more attractive investment destination. In order to improve traffic conditions through 
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Wynberg one has to increase the capacity of the route. Two options have been 
proposed thus far: the Wynberg bypass, and the Brodie Road couplet scheme. The 
couplet scheme was preferred because it will achieve the objective of improved traffic 
conditions by doubling capacity through Wynberg, while still keeping  pass-by traffic in 
the Wynberg CBD (which is important for the businesses in the area), and ensuring 
that public transport users have easy access to high quality services. Additional 
capacity can therefore be provided without the need to widen Main Road, which would 
have a negative impact on properties and the associated historic character of 
Wynberg. 

3. What is the destination of the MyCiTi passengers along the Brodie Road 
couplet? Residential Wynberg contains no economic opportunities – businesses 
are found along Main Road and are easily accessible from the existing transport 
interchange (about 350m from station to Main Road and another 100m to the 
proposed couplet).  

Answer: 

People alighting along Brodie Road will either be transferring onto one of the feeder 
services heading towards Hout Bay, south towards Plumstead and Retreat, north 
towards Harfield and Kenilworth, west towards Constantia, Newlands and deeper into 
Wynberg or will alight at the stop nearest their destination and walk the rest of the way. 

4. How many roads intersect the 1 km couplet? How many traffic lights will be 
along the couplet? (At present there are four traffic lights along that stretch of 
Main Road.) 

Answer: 

Traffic signals currently being considered are as follows: 

Northbound: Brodie/Riverstone, Brodie/Church 

Southbound: Main/Wetton, Main/Church, Main/Piers, Main/Rockley 

The signals along the couplet section, however, will, of course, have simplified phasing 
because they will only have to accommodate traffic in one direction on the primary 
approach. This means more green time for the primary approach. 

5. Why haven’t other parts of the Main Road been made into one-way couplets? 

Answer: 

The couplet is specific to Wynberg because of its specific traffic problems, geometric 
constraints and opportunities, and the planned introduction of the MyCiTi services into 
the area. 
 

Wynberg Transport Interchange 
 

1. What are the plans for the existing tunnel under the railway at Wynberg Station? 

Answer: 

The pedestrian subway under the railway line will remain as is and is thus not affected. 
The road under rail underpass north of the station is proposed to be pedestrianized 
and closed to traffic. 
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2. Redevelopment of Wynberg Public Transport Interchange: In the TCT map 
entitled "South Road Apr 2015 east west-Wynberg PTI-1" the area on the north-
east side Wynberg Station is annotated "FUTURE WYNBERG INTERCHANGE 
BY OTHERS". Our assumption is that this refers to a future Transport 
Interchange, which implies an entirely separate project from the MyCiTi Phase 
2A project. Can these two projects really be handled in isolation?  

 

Answer: 
 
The projects are not handled in isolation and are both managed through integrated 
project management teams. “Others” referred to on the drawing refers to the design 
being done by different consultants. 

 
Why is the proposed upgrade of West Wynberg transport interchange not 
incorporated into the BRT plan? 
 
Answer: 

The redevelopment of the Wynberg PTI is being managed as a parallel but integral 
project. A dedicated Project Management Team is in place for this project the concept 
of which is still being developed. Once this concept plan is in place it will be presented 
for public comment. 

What plans are there for upgrading the East Wynberg transport interchange? 
 
Answer: 

The proposed redeveloped Wynberg PTI involves development on both the western 
and eastern sides of the railway line. 

 

Post-public participation process 

1. Who will be processing/correlating the community’s comments and concerns? 
When will the reports be shared with the community? 

Answer:  

 The project manager, is coordinating the process with assistance from TCT’s 
Community Engagement team. After the completion of the public participation process, 
a report will be submitted to Council. This will be available to interested parties. 

2. When is construction expected to start, and where? How long will it take? 

Answer: 

Besides civil construction works on the pre (BRT) existing road works along 
Strandfontein and Stock Roads, which are scheduled to commence during July/August 
2015, the first of the main construction works will not commence before 2016. The 
sequence of construction has not been decided upon and will depend on the outcome 
of the Implementation Plan, due for completion later in 2015. The construction duration 
will inter alia depend on the outcome of the Implementation Plan. Preliminary 
indications are that construction will not be completed before the end of 2020.  
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3. Who are the construction companies and the demolition companies? 

Answer: 

Besides the appointment of construction companies for the civil works along 
Strandfontein and Stock Roads where Martin and East is the contractor, the 
procurement of construction companies has not yet commenced.  

The procurement of companies to undertake all future demolition of City owned 
properties will only be undertaken once the necessary approvals are in place. 

The City of Cape Town is committed to a procurement system that is fair, equitable, 
transparent, competitive and cost-effective, in accordance with the Constitution of 
South Africa.   

 
QUESTIONS POSTED BY: 
Kristina Davidson ; Joan van Zyl ; Karen Gird ; Norman Jobson ; Simone Williams ;  
Mark Bechard ; Paul Diedericks ; Odette Herbert ; Jeremy Joseph, Lindi Tewater 


